Presbyterian Ladies’ College

International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme

"Beyond intellectual rigour and high
academic standards, strong emphasis is
placed on the ideals of international
understanding and responsible citizenship.

To this end International Baccalaureate
students may become critical and
compassionate thinkers, lifelong learners
and informed participants in local and
world affairs, conscious of the shared
humanity that binds all people together
while respecting the variety of cultures
and attitudes that makes for the richness

of life."

The International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) is a non-profit education
foundation based in Geneva, Switzerland that originally provided university entry
qualification. Today it offers three programmes that cover the years of formal
education — Diploma (Year 11/12), Middle Years Programme (MYP) and Primary
Years Programme (PYP). The IB has over one thousand authorised schools in
one hundred and one countries and provides a wide range of services to the
schools authorised to administer its programmes from curriculum and assessment
development, teacher training and information sharing, to electronic networking
and other educational services. Its curriculum and assessment activities are
based in Cardiff, Wales, but with an international network of regional offices and
representatives they are able to draw on a wealth of experience and excellence
in education.

PLC’s research of the IB programmes over the past few years led us to the
conclusion that we were already implementing much that was in keeping with
their philosophies, teaching methodologies and assessment principles. Like PLC,
the IB courses focus on the development of the whole child - the heart as well
as the mind. PYP accommodates traditional academic subjects but emphasises
the interrelatedness of knowledge and skills through an inquiry approach to
teaching and learning. It is not only consistent with the outcomes of the Western
Australian Curriculum Framework, but also the philosophy and project approach
of Reggio Emilia that underpins our Early Learning Centre.

The programme provides us with a framework that introduces our students to the
concept of internationalism.

Implementing the PYP means that PLC can be confident that the basis for its
curriculum design and presentation is an internationally recognised standard.
The IB authorisation and evaluation process means that the School’'s programme
and teaching methodologies are audited against internationally established
benchmarks. Additionally, our teachers have access to an international network
of educators willing to share their practice and experience in addition to professional
development training programmes.

Beth Blackwood
Principal



Why introduce the Primary Years Programme to PLC?

The PYP curriculum and philosophy has strong links to the WA Curriculum Framework.

The PYP has a focus on outcome-based education and the inquiry process.

The PYP encourages integration across curriculum areas.

The PYP aims to develop students who grasp the concept of internationalism.

The PYP offers balanced curriculum across six transdiciplinary themes.

The PYP provides a profile describing the qualities of students who demonstrate intercultural understanding and

the acceptance of others.

The PYP establishes an internationally recognised standard as the basis for curriculum design and presentation.

e Through the authorisation and evaluation process, the School’s programme and teaching methodologies are audited
against internationally established benchmarks.

e The PYP provides a sound base for students moving into the Middle Years Programme (MYP) in Years 6-10.

Primary Years Programme

The PYP, for students aged 3 to 12, focuses on the development of the whole child, in the classroom and also in the
world outside. It offers a framework that meets children's several needs: academic, social, physical, emotional and
cultural.The PYP serves as an excellent introduction to the MYP, but it is not a prerequisite for this or the Diploma
Programme. At the heart of the PYP is a commitment to structured inquiry as a vehicle for learning:

e Six organising themes help teachers and children explore knowledge in the broadest sense of the word.
e Teachers and students use key questions that are concept-based to structure the units of inquiry.
e They acquire and apply transdisciplinary skills while developing an understanding of these important concepts.

The Primary Years Programme Curriculum

At the centre of the PYP Curriculum are five essential elements: knowledge, concepts, skills, attitudes and action. The
aim of the programme is to help students acquire a holistic understanding of six main themes through the interrelatedness
of the essential elements.

The PYP identifies a body of knowledge for all students in all cultures in six subject areas:

Language

Social Studies (Society and Environment)
Mathematics

Science and Technology

The Arts

Personal, Social and Physical Health

OO AN

In the spirit of internationalism, students are required to learn a second language in addition to the language of instruction
of the School. At PLC children now learn French from Year 1 upwards.

Concepts
There are eight overriding concepts that also drive the curriculum. These are form, function, change, causation, connection,
perspective, responsibility and reflection. These concepts are important for two reasons:

e They provide consistency between PYP schools, in which students are working towards an understanding of these
concepts.

e They have relevance in all the traditional subject domains and influence the planning and delivery of the entire
programme. Expressed as open-ended questions, these concepts provide the initial momentum and they underlying
structure for the explorations of the content of the whole programme.

Action

The PYP proposed that international education must extend beyond intellectual attainment to include not only responsible
attitudes, but also thoughtful and appropriate action. International schools can and should meet the challenge of offering
all learners the opportunity and power to choose their actions, to act and to reflect on these actions in order to make a
difference in the word.

The Primary Years Programme Student Profile

The PYP defines the characteristics of students who are aware of and sensitive to the experiences of others. These
create a profile of the PYP student, which helps teachers and students to establish goals, plan units of inquiry and assess
performance. Students completing this programme should meet the following criteria.

Inquiring - children who ask questions, show curiosity and enjoy investigating.

Thinking - children who exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to make sound decisions.
Communicating - children who receive and express ideas and information confidently on more than one language.
Principled - children who have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning. They have integrity, honesty and
a sense of fairness and justice.

Caring — children who show sensitivity towards the needs and feeling of others and have a sense of personal commitment
to action and service.

Open-minded - children who respect the views, values and traditions of other individuals and cultures.
Well-balanced - children who understand the importance of physical and mental balance and personal well being.
Reflective - children who think about what they do and say and can give and receive constructive criticism.
Risk-taking — children who approach unfamiliar situations without anxiety and have confidence and independence
to explore new roles and ideas.

Knowledgeable - children who acquire significant concepts and knowledge about themselves, others and the world
around them.



