


Awarded by the PLC Old Collegians’ Association to a daughter or granddaughter 
of a financial Old Collegian in Year 10 for Year 11

The Dr Vera Summers Bursary

Dr Vera Summers
Principal, Presbyterian Ladies College 1934 - 1961

A Perth College graduate from 1917, Dr Summers studied 
at the University of Western Australia earning a Bachelor 
of Arts (Hons). She was a member of staff for 42 years 
(January 1920 – December 1961). Awarded the Hackett 
Scholarship in 1928, Dr Summers continued her studies 
in Europe where she completed a Doctorate in French 
from the University of Paris. Returning to PLC as deputy 
to the Principal (Miss Phemister) in 1931, Dr Summers 
became Principal in January 1934 upon Miss Phemister’s 
resignation.

Dr Summers was widely respected in academic circles for 
her achievements and by PLC Council members.

The OCA’s Dr Vera Summers Bursary is awarded to a student who is “the daughter 
or granddaughter of a financial OCA entering Year 11.” The selected student should 
demonstrate an exemplary character, attitude, conduct and academic achievement.

The recipient will receive one Term’s tuition fees in 2010.

Criteria

Eligible applicants are invited to apply for the Dr Vera Summers Bursary by submitting an 
essay which reflects on the School’s motto “Work with Honour”, and demonstrates 
personal and school achievements in this regard.  

Please note that applications should be no more than two A4 pages, using 11pt Arial. Hard 
copies should include an additional cover page with the name of the Bursary and student 
details, and must be stapled in the top left hand corner. 

Applications may be submitted either electronically as a word document to 
communityrelations@plc.wa.edu.au or as a hard copy to Community Relations. 

Applications must be received no later than 4.00pm Friday 25 September 2009
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Awarded by the PLC Old Collegians’ Association to a boarding daughter or 
granddaughter of a financial Old Collegian in Year 9 for Year 10

The Olive Cusack Bursary

Olive Cusack 
Presbyterian Ladies College 1941-1962

Married to pastoralist Tom Cusack for 14 years before 
his tragic death, Olive Cusack commenced as a member 
of staff at PLC in 1941, teaching French, English, maths 
and sport. The following year she became deputy to Dr 
Summers and became known affectionately as Mrs “Cu”. 

An abiding love of hockey saw her actively promote the game amongst the girls, even 
acting as coach, umpire and player well into her senior years. She was considered a strict 
disciplinarian, but was renown for her fairness and was a well-loved, admired and respected 
member of the school community.

The recipient will receive one Term’s tuition fees in 2010.

Criteria

Eligible applicants are invited to apply for the Olive Cusack Bursary by submitting an 
essay which reflects on the unique experiences associated with being a boarder 
at the School, and how these experiences might be improved. Applicants should 
demonstrate an understanding of the needs of others, participation in a range 
of activities organised by the School community, and a commitment to personal 
excellence, particularly in the boarding house.

Please note that applications should be no more than two A4 pages, using 11pt Arial. Hard 
copies should include an additional cover page with the name of the Bursary and student 
details, and must be stapled in the top left hand corner. 

Applications may be submitted either electronically as a word document to 
communityrelations@plc.wa.edu.au or as a hard copy to Community Relations. 

Applications must be received no later than 4.00pm Friday 25 September 2009
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